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January 26, 1926.

Honorable T. J. Downing,
State House,
Richmond, Virginia.

¥y dear Sirs

Senate Bill No. 20 which was referred to the
Committes on Finance of the Virginia General Assembly,
would amend the present Motor Vehicle Title Registra-
tion Act by decentralizing the issuance of title
certificates in such a menner that they will be is-
sued by county officers.

If this change is made it is believed that the
law will be approximately worthless as an aid in lo-~
cating automobiles or purchasers. The proposal to
decentralize the office of Motor Vehicle Commissioner
would be a step backwards end teke Virginia out of the
group cf progressive states in which she now belongs
by reason of having some of the most progressive laws
in existence relating to motor vehicles,

You may not know that the Virginia Motor
Vehicle Title Registration Act 1s regarded as a model
for other states to follow and it has been widely copied
and recommended.

In our opinion, Senate Bill No, 20-is wrong
in principle and should not be enacted into law. You
may be interested to know that the National Confererce
on Street and Highway Safety is now actively engaged in
drafting a Uniform Vehicle Act in three parts, one of
which is & model Certificate of Title Law. This is to
be presented to the Legislature of every state in the
Union. When we say to you that this law clossly fol-
lows the Virginla law, even after it has been subjected
to a great deal of research, you will understand the
esteem in which the present Virginia law is held.

We trust that you will do nothing to weaken

the Virginia Motor Vehicle Title Reglstratlon Act. If
anything is done it should be strengthened.

CCH:EL

C., C. Hanch,
Gaeneral Manager.







