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 The word Sheriff is derived from the
Anglo-Saxon term "Shire-reeve". This
person was responsible for a particular

Th e Offlce area. (town reeve, port reeve, shire

reeve)

Of S h e r|ff e The English established the office of

Sheriff as early as 1066 to keep peace,
collect taxes, maintain order and serve
orders from the King's Court




The Office
of Sheriff

The English Magna Carta had 63

clauses, 27 were related to the office
of Sheriff.

Sheriffs are the original
"community police officers"

Rural populations are served well by
the concept of Sheriff law
enforcement.

The shift to a modern police
department concept was the result of
urbanization, late 1800's . Robert
Peele.

This is a transition we are still
witnessing today based on public
expectations



The Office
of Sheriff

From the formation of the County in
1845 the office was originally an
appointed position for the primary
purposes of tax collection, service of
orders from the court and jail
maintenance.

The Sheriff and Treasurer were
sometimes the same person.

The Sheriff was paid a percentage of
taxes collected, and by inmates housed
and arrested.

The Virginia Constitution of

1851 provided that the office be an
elected position.

The term was originally set at 2 years.



The Office
of Sheriff

The Sheriff is the only locally elected constitutional law enforcement officer of the
Commonwealth of Virginia, as provided in the Constitution of Virginia, and is elected by
the citizens of his or her locality every four years. Accordingly, the duties of the sheriff
are not spelled out in any one document, law or regulation.

Law Enforcement — Sheriffs are responsible for primary local law enforcement in all
counties without a police force, but also have responsibility for law enforcement in all
localities in which they serve. In eighty-six of Virginia’s counties, the sheriff is the
primary local law enforcement agency, responding to all of the crime calls and calls for
service from citizens.

Jail Administration — The Code of Virginia provides that sheriffs are responsible for all
locally operated jails. Sheriffs also sit on all regional jail boards, and in some cases
operate regional jails in Virginia. As such, sheriffs are responsible for transporting
inmates to and from state institutions and maintaining security in local jails while
transporting inmates to trials and other community services as required by local jail
standards and court orders. Today, local jails range in size in Virginia from a few dozen
inmates to over a thousand inmates and the operation thereof can be, and is, a very
complex system of services to the jail community.

Service to the Courts — Court services are the responsibility of all Virginia’s sheriffs. In
each locality, the sheriff is responsible for the security of the courthouse, the courtrooms
and the trials while they are underway. Sheriffs are responsible for the security and
sequestering of the jurors and notification of jurors for court service. Additionally,
sheriffs’ offices are responsible for the service of hundreds of thousands of court papers
per year, ranging from divorce proceedings and child custody cases to simple civil suits
among citizens.

In addition to these services, sheriffs are called upon to promote DARE programs and
services for victims and witnesses of crime as well as participate in civil commitments to
the citizens of their locality to protect the basic health and welfare of those citizens.
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The Jails




Appomattox
County Jail
1860-1950




Appomattox

Jail 1892-
1980
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Appomattox
Sheriff’s Office
and Jail
1981-2011

(jail closed )




The Sheriffs
of
Appomattox

1845 to
Present




Vara

Stanley
1965

Joel Watkins
George T. Peers
William Paris
Wilson Hix

W.T. Johnson
William H. Gills
Willis A. Plunkett
T.B. Bryant

S.P. Coleman
Frank McKinney
H.W. Mckinney
David T. Robertson
Walter S. Conner
L.L. Stanley



Nathaniel

Featherston
1948

Joel Watkins
George Peers
William Paris
Wilson Hix

W.T. Johnson
William Gills
Willis Plunkett
T.B. Bryant

S.P. Coleman
Frank Mckinney
H. Winston McKinney



‘Il Absent from both Stanley and Featherston
William D. | i

H - A Place Called Appomattox, William
IX Marvel, 2000. Pg. 194, 272




David A.

Plunkett

Missing from both prev. lists.

(Farrar 1989)

Historical Notes
of
Appomattox County, Virginia

Lynchburg Virginian, Jan.11,1860 - " The Speakership "
NO SPEAKER YET ! ! ! = - - It took the House until the lst.

years ago.

of February four

Lynchburg Virginian, Jan.17,1860 - "Death of Appomattox Sheriff"

David A. Plunkett, Esq., Sheriff of Appomattox County, died very suddenly st
his residence, at Appomattox Court House, yesterday morning. Mr. Plunkett was
a gentleman of great personal popularity in his county, as was attested by the
large vote by which he was elected. He was about 32 years of age. He leaves a
widow, Mrs. Mary E. (McDearmon) Plunkett and four children.

Lynchburg Virginian, Jan. 17, 1860 - * Merchant Bank " ;
Col. Thomas H. Flood, of Appomattox, has accepted the post of Cashier of the
Merchant's Bank of Lynchburg.

(ol 3 A e

Lynchburg Virginian, Jan. 18,1860, ' CAIbARL s
Married, on the 4th, of Dec., by the Rev. John ¢, 'Ihiner's Mo ;,ﬁcéi ‘_
Miss Macky A. Cheatham, all of Appomattox County, 18 :_..tl:‘ st RO, ¥
el g >

Lynchburg Virginian, Jan. 19,1860 « "The ReSPONSIBE LIty Aeimre damsune

Wk Vasiide = BEE




Thomas

Rudd 1847

Missing from previous lists.
(Farrar 1989, pg 61)

Tt vy AU,

Married on the %
Phelps of APPomatig)ttl: ;oi;";tant, by the Rev. William Harris, Mr. Jefferson w.
County. ‘L8s Frances daughter of Mr. Wm. Louery of Bedford

Lynchburg Virginian, Nov. 22, 1847.

RiT::ZCdﬂPP:ig;ed to a commission concerning efforts to save the charter of the
; iy io Railroad, by selling stock are: Henry Flood, John Johns,

John W. West, Thomas H. Flood, Washington Hunter, Sterling C. Anderson and Zach-

eus Cheatham.

Council Journal, Va. State Library - Appomattox County Notes.
Vol. 67 - va. 23' 18"7.

Advise that Thomas Kudd, lst. nominee, be commissioned Sheriff of Appomattox
County as recommended by the County Court.

Lynchburg Virginian, Jan. 24, 1848.

Married on the 12th., instant, by Elder Thomas A. LeGrand, Capt. Wyatt Abbitt,
to Miss Sarah, daughter of Mr. Obadiah C. Jenkins, all of Appomattox County.

Lynchburg Virginian, Jan. 27, 1848 - " Notice -

Ambros and Willis Plunkett, have been put in our hands for
cog:ct:::ut:::e indebeted to them, or to Willis H. Plunkett individually, will
please cali and settle immediately, as further hdu‘l:‘om-.gu not be given.

~ Irving and Rhoane, Attorneys.

B ¢
& Bl . T8RP T S
" \higs of Appomattox "

. S _“._l‘
Lynchburg Virginian, Feb. 7, 1848 = © : |
6 - ln’lt-. e ~murt dav. to appoint delegates to the State Convention
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Matthews
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Advise that William
Ma
of lst. nomination. thews be appointed Sheriff of Ap
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(Farrar 1989,pg.72 )
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New
Sheriff,
first line of
duty

death

* Deputy Sheriff William McDearmon,

1845

 (Marvel, pg.8-9)



Plunkett
Election

1856
(Farrar

1989)

| B red at last like a gp

S i
o
8‘: an unsullied reputatio S5O corn § in the Sen,

n s
i vell directed efforts, * 40d an ample fory years, le,

» the results of hig ,

i "
Lynchb“rg Virginian, May 3, 1856 - Appomattox County Election Returns'
urns

w. L. Jackson, for Lt. Governor (no
fenry F. Bocock, for County Clerk (n°°g:;;.):: 587 Votes.

Jvid A. Plunkett, for Sheriff e
yilson Hix, for Sheriff aee 190
Thos. R. Reeves, for Sheriff --= 173
¥, L. Cheatham, for Surveyor -== 389
A. McD. Browning, for Surveyor --= 248
AdA.North, for Commissioner of Rev. === 410
.S, Davidson, for Commissioner of Rev. 1 2-‘1!2

Arch'd, Bigbie, for Commissioner of Reve

_ waffairs in Appomattox’
Lynchburg Virginian, June 2, 1858 A e it hunting, pl”.d throuy

Jenny had taken
lh:n hay 29th. a young lad named ne of the ms;:d-:nnegro woman.

it angry ¥it 1y wour
R Co L e S



George T.

Peers




William D.

Hix







Frank W.

McKinney




David T.
Robertson

1950-1960










Sheriff

[ ] ;
kl I | ed 1960 iy - “Sheriff Robertson was killed Dec. 11 when his car skidded on a icy

drove to a Lynchburg hospital to visit Conner, who had been injured

__ T ROl ISRy SO I Y )




Walter
Conner

1960-1963
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JOHN CURTIS CALDWELL

Vote in Appomattox County
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L.L. Stanley

1963-1971




New

uniforms

]

LESLIE LENWOOD STANLEY-SHERIFF
JAMES EUGENE RICHARDSON-DEPUTY
Photo taken in 1964-First time
for uniforms,Sheriff's Dept.,
in Appomattox County. This is
the official uniform for all
sheriffs and their deputies in
the state of Virginia.



Courthouse
crew 1965




J.E.
Richardson

1971-1996




Richardson
Deputy

oath 1963

Parent Co. N
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Richardson
Sheriff

Oath

O M. Parewt Ca.
Aaad, Vo Form No. 119-P—V. C. 1950, Sec. 49-1

State of Virginia, (ace. =25 of M_ ., to-wit:
I,%«aﬂ/_gmd , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will

support the Constituticn of the United States, and the Constitution of the State of Virginia, and that I
will faithfully and impartlallyddhcharqe and perform all the dutles incumbent upon me u&#

Cacer 7T .
X.Méww_m and for the

M——O‘W' in the State of Virginia, do certify
m._%mﬂ, £ I this__ X 9 day 05%,

197, personally appeared before me in my @" A ‘Eé- £ id and tock and subscribed

J

according to the best of my ability. So hel;{mo Ged.

the above cath.

PP Y - G




Richardson

adds K-9







O. Wilson
Staples

1996-2012




Swearing in




% RE-ELECT %

STAPLES







January 19,2010
National Spotlight

victims in Virginia shootings ... ©
cnn.com




B. E.
Letterman
2012-

present




New

Patches

37/ Appomattox, Virginia
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September 10, 2014
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