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The Office 
of Sheriff

• The word Sheriff is derived from the 
Anglo-Saxon term "Shire-reeve". This 
person was responsible for a particular 
area. (town reeve, port reeve, shire 
reeve)

• The English established the office of 
Sheriff as early as 1066 to keep peace, 
collect taxes, maintain order and serve 
orders from the King's Court



The Office 
of Sheriff

• The English Magna Carta had 63 
clauses, 27 were related to the office 
of Sheriff.

• Sheriffs are the original 
"community police officers"

• Rural populations are served well by 
the concept of Sheriff law 
enforcement.

• The shift to a modern police 
department concept was the result of 
urbanization, late 1800's . Robert 
Peele.

• This is a transition we are still 
witnessing today based on public 
expectations



The Office 
of Sheriff

• From the formation of the County in 
1845 the office was originally an 
appointed position for the primary 
purposes of tax collection, service of 
orders from the court and jail 
maintenance. 

• The Sheriff and Treasurer were 
sometimes the same person.

• The Sheriff was paid a percentage of 
taxes collected, and by inmates housed 
and arrested.

• The Virginia Constitution of 
1851 provided that the office be an 
elected position.

• The term was originally set at 2 years.



The Office 
of Sheriff

The Sheriff is the only locally elected constitutional law enforcement officer of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, as provided in the Constitution of Virginia, and is elected by 
the citizens of his or her locality every four years. Accordingly, the duties of the sheriff 
are not spelled out in any one document, law or regulation.

Law Enforcement – Sheriffs are responsible for primary local law enforcement in all 
counties without a police force, but also have responsibility for law enforcement in all 
localities in which they serve. In eighty-six of Virginia’s counties, the sheriff is the 
primary local law enforcement agency, responding to all of the crime calls and calls for 
service from citizens.

Jail Administration – The Code of Virginia provides that sheriffs are responsible for all 
locally operated jails. Sheriffs also sit on all regional jail boards, and in some cases 
operate regional jails in Virginia. As such, sheriffs are responsible for transporting 
inmates to and from state institutions and maintaining security in local jails while 
transporting inmates to trials and other community services as required by local jail 
standards and court orders. Today, local jails range in size in Virginia from a few dozen 
inmates to over a thousand inmates and the operation thereof can be, and is, a very 
complex system of services to the jail community.

Service to the Courts – Court services are the responsibility of all Virginia’s sheriffs. In 
each locality, the sheriff is responsible for the security of the courthouse, the courtrooms 
and the trials while they are underway. Sheriffs are responsible for the security and 
sequestering of the jurors and notification of jurors for court service. Additionally, 
sheriffs’ offices are responsible for the service of hundreds of thousands of court papers 
per year, ranging from divorce proceedings and child custody cases to simple civil suits 
among citizens.

In addition to these services, sheriffs are called upon to promote DARE programs and 
services for victims and witnesses of crime as well as participate in civil commitments to 
the citizens of their locality to protect the basic health and welfare of those citizens.



The 
Courthouses



Appomattox 
Courthouse 

1846



1892



1906



Mid 
century



1984



2003 
Carver 
Price 

School



Courtroom



2004



The Jails



Appomattox 
County Jail
1860-1950



Appomattox 
Jail 1892-

1980



Jail escape



Appomattox 
Sheriff’s Office 

and Jail
1981-2011 

(jail closed )



The Sheriffs 
of 

Appomattox 
1845 to 
Present



Vara
Stanley 

1965

• Joel Watkins
• George T. Peers
• William Paris
• Wilson Hix
• W.T. Johnson
• William H. Gills
• Willis A. Plunkett
• T.B. Bryant
• S.P. Coleman
• Frank McKinney
• H.W. Mckinney
• David T. Robertson
• Walter S. Conner
• L.L. Stanley



Nathaniel 
Featherston 

1948

• Joel Watkins
• George Peers
• William Paris
• Wilson Hix
• W.T. Johnson
• William Gills
• Willis Plunkett
• T.B. Bryant
• S.P. Coleman
• Frank Mckinney
• H. Winston McKinney



William D. 
Hix

Absent from both Stanley and Featherston 
list.
A Place Called Appomattox, William 
Marvel, 2000. Pg. 194, 272



David A. 
Plunkett

Missing from both prev. lists. 
(Farrar 1989)



Thomas 
Rudd 1847
Missing from previous lists. 

(Farrar 1989, pg 61)



William 
Matthews 

1849
(Farrar 1989,pg.72 )



New 
Sheriff, 

first line of 
duty 

death

• Deputy Sheriff William McDearmon, 
1845

• (Marvel, pg.8-9)



Plunkett 
Election 

1856
(Farrar 
1989)



George T. 
Peers



William D. 
Hix



S.P. 
Coleman



Frank W. 
McKinney



David T. 
Robertson 
1950-1960







Sheriff 
killed 1960



Walter 
Conner 

1960-1963



Stanley 
wins



L.L. Stanley 
1963-1971



New 
uniforms



Courthouse 
crew 1965



J.E. 
Richardson 
1971-1996



Richardson 
Deputy 

oath 1963



Richardson 
Sheriff 
Oath



Richardson 
adds K-9



Jail Certification



O. Wilson 
Staples 

1996-2012



Swearing in







January 19,2010
National Spotlight



B. E. 
Letterman 

2012-
present



New 
Patches



Wall of 
honor


