


Robinson Funeral Bome, Ine
601 Court St.
Qppomattox, Ya.

Robinson Funeral Home was founded in 1947 when Richard Dale
Robinson and his wife, Elizabeth Davidson Robinson, bought the J.C.
Hudgins’ funeral business and furniture store, located on Main Street in
Appomattox.

In 1956 the business moved to a new location at 601 Court Street.
Since that time, the facility has had three major renovations, keeping it a
modern establishment that serves the need of the people of central Virginia
with traditional funeral services and cremations.

Today, Richard Donald Robinson, son of the former owners, is
President of Robinson Funeral Home, Inc. Donna R. Deaner and R. Kinckle
Robinson represent the third generation of Robinson’s in the business.
Other members of the staff are Ronald C. Spiggle, G. Daniel Stratton and
Paul W. Spiggle. Elizabeth D. Jamerson, age 85, continues to be active in
the business.

The Virginia Funeral Directors Association honored Mr. Clifford E.
Harvey, a retired member of the staff, in 1999 for fifty years service in the
funeral industry.

May 31, 2000
Written by Anne M. Robinson



D, S. Nash Construction Co.

David Sylvester Nash bought his first bulldozer on March 3, 1950. He started out
by building ponds, doing farm work and other small jobs in the community. Exactly one
year later, he married Marion Grey DeJarnette. Over the years, the company grew, went
into a partnership, that partnership split and he reestablished in 1975 as D. §. Nash
Construction Company in the Town of Appomattox. The office and shop are located off
the bypass on Rt. 24, just below the bridge on the right several miles before the
Appomattox Historical Park.

David and Marion have two children, Jeanne Marie and Gray Sylvester, who are
both working for the company. Although the company has many very loyal employees,
D.S. Nash Construction Company is primarily a family run business. Gray grew up in the
business and is now President and part owner of the company. Gray and his dad work
close together even today in the business. He and his wife Donna have three children
(Jonathan Sylvester, Monica Gray, and Melody Rose). Donna works part-time for D. S,

Nash Construction Company.

Jeanne (now a CPA) worked for the company at its reestablishment in 1975 while
attending college. After college, she worked as an Auditor for the State of Virginia for 17
years and then as the Director of Cashiering and Student Accounts at Longwood College.
Jeanne, wanting to spend more time with her family, came back to work for the company
in 1996 as the office manager. Jeanne’s husband, James G. Amos (Jim), came to work for
the company in 1985 after having worked as a Senior Design Engineer for the City of
Lynchburg. Jim is a professional engineer and Secretary/Treasurer of the company. Jim
and Jeanne are part owners of the company and they have two daughters (Jennifer Marie

and Kaitlyn Nicole).

David also established Parkview Mobile Home Park in 1975, adjacent to D. S.
Nash Construction Co., with its office housed in the same building as D. S. Nash
Construction Co.. The park now consists of 58 lots with hopes for future expansion.
Marion, David’s wife, is the Accounts Manager for Parkview Mobile Home Park.

Although David and Marion are both retired, David is still Chairman of The Board
for D. S. Nash Construction Co. and both are seen almost daily at the office or at the
shop. On March 3, 2000, David celebrated 50 years in the construction business and
hopes to keep the family tradition going.



The Dairy Queen of Appomattox was founded by William Ronald and Martha
Lewis Paulette in October of 1964. The short order restaurant which featured hot
sandwiches and soft serve ice cream was originally located on Highway 460 just west of
the town of Appomattox. The building was designed with window service only and built
by Taylor Manufacturing Co. of Farmville at a cost of $7,300.

The Paulettes opened for business with six employees all who were women,
three on day shift and three on night shift. The first day brought sales of just over $52.
In the early days, a hot dog could be purchased for 15 cents or two for 25 cents and a
soft drink for 10 cents.

The first year of business was difficult with all the income from the Dairy Queen
going back into the business. The couple persevered working hard and living on the
income from the family farm, and their labor was rewarded.

The Dairy Queen became a thriving business as people came to appreciate the
good food, personal attention given to orders, and hometown hospitality as well as the
affordable prices. The Paulettes offered a variety of delicious food made with quality
ingredients, fresh hamburgers, home baked hams, and homemade corn dogs and cole
slaw. Martha even had a special recipe for the chocolate syrup they used for sundaes
and milkshakes.

The Dairy Queen was a special gathering place for all ages, so much so that a
local newspaper reporter referred to it as a “landmark” and “a part of the town's
heritage.” It was a good place for families to eat and there was always a line for ice
cream after church on Sunday nights. The teenagers would meet there after games or
just cruise around the DQ on weekends. The first golf course in Appomattox was
located behind the Dairy Queen and, of course, the golfers were some of their best
customers.

In the early 1970’s, Armstrong expressed interest in purchasing the Dairy Queen
property which was adjacent to a larger property they were considering for a furniture
factory in Appomattox. After negotiations, the Paulettes relocated to the present DQ
location just east of the original building on 460 in Appomattox. The new building which
opened in 1973 was built by J. E. Sears & Co., Inc. and had inside seating for 72 people
with a larger cooking and storage area.

Through the years, Martha and Ronald took an active part in the operation of the
business and had many faithful employees, some who worked more than twenty years.
The Dairy Queen provided jobs for teenagers and young people, many who continued
to work there after graduation. The DQ employees were like a family not only among
themselves but also to their customers. To show their gratitude to their employees,
Martha and Ronald would close on Easter, the 4™ of July, Thanksgiving, and a week at
Christmas so that everyone could be with their own families. In 1989 the Paulettes, who
now employed sixteen workers, celebrated the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Dairy
Queen with free sundaes, clowns, balloons, and much appreciation to the community.

In 1992, Martha Paulette was honored as Citizen of the Year by the Appomattox
County Chamber of Commerce. She was recognized for the summer empioyment she
provided for so many young people over the years and praised as “one of the ‘unsung
heroes’, who, although rarely in the spotlight, is always working diligently behind the
scenes for the good of the community”.
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The Dairy Queen of Appomattox was known as a unique Dairy Queen — a “Dairy
Queen like no other.” For many who traveled the state of Virginia on Highway 460, the
Appomattox Dairy Queen was a traditional stopping place.

After 34 years in business, the Paulettes decided it was time to retire. It was
hard to say good-bye to so many faithful customers and suppliers who had become
more like good friends and had helped to make the store a success. However, they
wanted to enjoy a different kind of life. After all, Ronald was 80 years old now and they
wanted to have more time to visit family and friends.

On April 1, 1998, Ronald and Martha Paulette sold the Dairy Queen of
Appomattox to Bryan Wright of Forest, Virginia, owner of several other Dairy Queen
businesses. He converted the store to a DQ Brazier and added drive-thru service. He
also pledged to continue the legacy.



COURTLAND MANUFACTURING CO., INC.

Formerly one of Central Virginia’s largest employers, reaching a peak of 1500
employees in the 1980’s, Courtland Manufacturing Company spanned several
generations, but stopped short of entering the 21¥ century. The company closed its doors
in 1999 after struggling to compete in the apparel industry following the signing of the
North American Free Trade Agreement.

Courtland Manufacturing Company, a women’s and children’s clothing
manufacturer, began more than half a century ago as Appomattox Garment Company,
owned by Erwin Freydburg of New York. From 1970-1977 the company was owned by
Genesco, Inc., until Appomattox native Fred Lawson bought it back in 1977, renaming it
Courtland Manufacturing Company.

As an 18-year-old Appomattox High School graduate in 1948, Fred Lawson
began at Courtland Manufacturing (then known as Appomattox Garment Co.) as a
receiving clerk and rose to the top position of president. The company grew under his
leadership, providing jobs and contributing taxes locally.

Since 1978, the company has experienced periods of economic highs and lows,
surviving the tough times of layoffs and achieving six-fold growth in employment before
succumbing to competition in the late 1990’s. Many families put food on the table, and
many little girls were clothed as a result of the employees’ dedication and Lawson’s

leadership and business acumen.

Submitted by Rindy Reeves 352-7718
Some information taken from The News & Daily Advance, Lynchburg, Va., Sun., Feb. 5,
1989, p. I-8, article by Tracy Wheeler

word count 220




BRIEF HISTORY OF CARDINAL CHEVROLET, INC.

OUR BUSINESS WAS ORIGINALLY INCORPORATED IN 1914 AS MOSES MOTOR CO., AND
THE ORIGINAL PARTNERS WERE MR. TOM MOSES, AND SENATOR CHARLES W@TX.
MOSES, SR. THE NAME WAS CHANGED TO CARDINAL CHEVROLET, INC. IN 1984 AT
THAT TIME, WILLIAM A. BURKE WAS NAMED AS OWNER AND DEALER OPERATOR OF
THE CHEVEOLET AGENCY IN APPOMATTOX, VA.

THE CURRENT OWNERS AND MANAGEMENT OF CARDINAL CHEVROLET, INC. IS AS
FOLLOWS;

WILLIAM A. BURKE, PRESIDENT AND OWNER

VAN A. BURKE, VICE=PRESIDENT / GENERAL BUSINESS MANAGER
KAREN S. PHELPS, OFFICE MANAGER

GLENDA MARTIN, ASSISTANT OFFICE MANAGER

EARL W. MARTIN, PARTS MANAGER

DAN WEESNER, SERVICE MANAGER

THE COMPANY EMPLQOYS 17 FULL TIME EMPLOYEES WITH AN AVERAGE SERVICE OF 15
YEARS.CARDINAL CHEVROLET IS A LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED
BUSINESS, STRIVING TO GIVE LOCAL PECPLE THE VERY BEST SERVICE POSSIBLE.OUR
MOTTO IS;WE CARE, AND THAT MAKES YOU #1
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Appomattox Qil Company, Inc.

Appomattox Qil Co., Inc., was established in the early thirties by the late
C.Lewis McDearmon, Sr. as a petroleum business delivering gasoline to service stations
and farmers and heating oil to home owners and businesses. From the onset Texaco
petroleum products including lubricants and greases were distributed by the business. The
exact established date ts unknown but there is an award plaque at the business giving
recognition as a Texaco dealer since 1932.

The business had its major growth during late thirties, forties and fifties. What
began as a single person operation with one delivery truck rapidly grew into a business
having up to ten employees. More homes were beginning to use oil as a source of heat
and it soon became evident that additional personnel were needed to install and service
oil furnace’s, tanks, etc. Thus, Appomattox Oil Co. hired the additional personnel and
began selling, servicing, and installing oil-fired furnaces. During this same period the
Company installed underground oil tanks and gasoline tanks for both farm and
businesses. This phase of the business continued until the late eighties and early nineties.

In the summer of 1964, C. Lewis McDearmon, Jr. gave up a teaching position in
Campbell County to move back to Appomattox to go into the petroleum business with his
Father.

In the late sixties propane gas began to become popular as a heating source for
flue cured tobacco. To retain the tobacco farmer as a customers it became evident that
the Company would have to go into the propane business. In the spring of 1967,
Appomattox Oil Co. bought it first propane truck and Lewis, Jr.started the propane
division of the business.

In 1974, the Company filed the necessary papers to become a Corporation in the
State of Virginia. Lewis, Sr. was President, Mary Anna McD Lair (his daughter) was
named Vice-President, and Lewis, Jr. was Secretary-Treasurer. Mary Anna McD. Lair
held an office and owner stock in the business but was never active in the affairs of the
business.

Lewis, Sr. managed the gasoline, oil and furmace division of the business and
Lewis, Jr. devoted his efforts toward building the propane business. This arrangement
continued until the mid to late eighties, when Lewis, Sr. began to take a less active part in
the business. Also at this time it was decided to dissolve the service and furnace
installation part of the business and concentrate entirely on the sales and delivery of
petroleum products and the installation of propane tanks.

In May 1991, Lewis Sr. died and the responsibility of running the entire business
fell upon Lewis, Jr. who is still running the business. Mary Anna McD. Lair (his sister)
was not interested in the business other than receiving the monetary value for her stock.
Her stock in the Corporation was purchased by the Corporation in 1998, thus, retaining
100 % ownership by the McDearmon Family.

Appomattox Oil Co., Inc. is a full line petroleum distributor handling, gasoline,
fuel oil, kerosene, diesel fuel (both road and off-road), automotive, commercial and
industrial lubricants and greases and LP Gas (propane). What started, as a family
business in the thirties has remained so since its inception.
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SISTER, EMILY BURKE. IT OPENED IN 1948.
MRS. YOUNG'S HOME SERVED AS THE SHOP
WHILE THE MAIN STREET LOCATION WAS
BEING CONSTRUCTED BY LEWIS
MCDEARMON, SR. THE ELLIOTT'S WORKED
OUT MRS. YOUNG'S HOME ALSO WHILE
AWAITING COMPLETION OF THE BUILDING
PROJECT.

IN 1981 FRANCIS AND MILDRED ELLIOTT SOLD
THE MAIN STREET SHOP TO MARVIN, HIS WIFE
RITA, AND HIS BROTHER CALVIN MITCHELL, IN
ORDER THAT THEY COULD RETIRE. AS OF
THE YEAR 2000 IT IS STILL OWNED AND
OPERATED BY THE MITCHELLS'.
Thursday, March 30, 2000
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Time Capsule for the 75th Anniversary
of the Town of Appomattox
June 2000

The Time Capsule Committee as appointed by
Mrs. June Chenault, Chairman of the 75th Anniversary
Celebration Committee consist of the following persons:

C. Lewis McDearmon, Jr. Chairman
Miss Birdie Z. Harvey

Mrs. Samuel B. (Virginia) Doss
Benjamin H. Marshall

Mrs. Grover E. (Neola) Smith

Mrs. Frances K. Guill

It was the intention of the “Time Capsule” Committee
to portray the Town of Appomattox as best we could in the
Year 2000. Photographs were taken of various business,
churches, homes, etc. in the Town. We have included
histories of businesses and churches that were submitted to
the Committee. All businesses and churches were requested
to submit their history to be included in the Time Capsule.
Unfortunately not all did so.

Various other items are placed in the Capsule to portray
news happenings, organizations, coins of the era, phone
book, maps, directories, etc.

The “Time Capsule” Committee decided to place the
Capsule in a cabinet at the Town Hall rather that burying it.
Also it is the wish of this Committee, that the Capsule be
opened in June 2025 at the 100th Anniversary of the Town.




Time Capsule - 75th Anniversary

The “Time Capsule” Committee consisting of the following people:

C. Lewis McDearmon, Jr.

Birdie Z. Harvey

Virginia Doss

Ben Marshall

Neola Smith and

Frances Guill
would like to give our thanks to the following people and
organizations for their help, participation, services provided and
products contributed. The contributors are:

Founders Furniture, under the guidance of Wayne Rudder for
the design and manfacturing of the cabinet to house the capsule.

Robert Earl Pankey who contributed his time to the task of
taking over 100 pictures of the Town.

Wilkes Jewelry, and Wayne Simpson who engraved the plate
to be placed on the cabinet marking the 75th Anniversary of the
Town of Appomattox.

The Town of Appomattox, who provided the pipe for the
capsule.

Appomattox Qil Co., who provided the end caps for the pipe
used as the capsule.

The Churches & Business’, who took the time to provide the
capsule committee with information about themselves,

And Finally, to each and every person and business who
have contributed to making this “Time Capsule” a reality rather
than a dream.
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People 50 years of age or older in Year 2000 that were born in the
Town of Appomattox and have remained residents all their life

Thelma Morris Dickerson; Born February 3, 1916. Age 84. Presently resides at 12
Oakleigh Avenue.

William G. Mitchell; Born February 19, 1920. Age 80. Presently resides on Virginia
Avenue.

Charles Thomas Moses, Jr., Born August 13, 1922. Age 77. Presently resides on
South Church Street.

Robert Allen Sears; Born March 13, 1923. Age 77. Presently resides on
South Church Street.

Walter H. Legrand. Born April 12, 1926. Age 74. Presently resides on Countryside
Drive.

Sarah Catherine Mitchell Burke; Born September 3, 1926. Age 73. Presently resides
on First Street.

Chesley Christian; Born on July 9, 1928. Age 71. Presently resides on South Church
Street.

Robert W. (Bobby) Mitchell,; Born July 31, 1928. Age 71. Presently resides on
Oakleigh Avenue.

Peggy Moses Harvey; Born February 25, 1929. Age 71. Presently resides
on South Church Street,

John C. (Jack) Caldwell, Jr.; Born 1939. Age 61. Presently resides on West
Lee-Grant Avenue.




10.

11.

12,

13.

Oldest Persons now living in Town of Appomattox in Year 2000

Gladys Patterson Johnson; Born June 14, 1902. Age 98. Has been living in
Town for 80 years.

Mrs. J. W. (Maude) Martin; Born January 22, 1907. Age 93. Has been living
in Town 58 years.

Josie J. Ferguson; Born October 27, 1908. Age: 91. Has been living in
Town for 68 years.

Jack K. Marshall; Born November 6, 1910. Age 89. Been living in Town
for 40 years.

Ivey Holland; Born October 6, 1911. Age 89. Been living in Town
for 63 years

Henry B. Pack, Jr.; Born May 3, 1912. Age 88. Has been living in Town
for 72 years. (Deceased May 19, 2000)

Thelma Morris Dickerson; Born February 3, 1916, Age 84. Has been living
in Town all 84 years.

Lordon Delaware Thomas; Born November 1, 1919. Age 80.
(Deceased May 22, 2000)

William G. Mitchell; Born February 19, 1920. Age 80. Has been living
in Town all 80 years.

Virginia Moses Babcock; Born September 1921. Age 78. Has been living
in Town for 70 years.

Charles T. Moses, Jr. Born August 13, 1922, Age 77. Has been living in
Town all 77 years.

Robert Allen Sears; Born March 13, 1923. Age 77. Has been living in
Town all 77 years.

Lila Thomas Thomas; Born February 11, 1923. Age 77.

!"l



People who have lived in the Town of Appomattox 50 Years or
more by the Year 2000 and are not listed in another category

1.  Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Allen

2. Thomas Hunter Dickerson

3. Mrs. Ester Ferguson

4.  Mrs. Virginia D. Ferguson

3.  Mr. & Mss. Elijah Goode

6. Mrs. Gilbert L. James, Sr.

7. Mrs. Daisy Palmer

8.  Mrs. & Mrs. Vincent Patterson
9.  Miss Helen Stephens

10. Jack Watson
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Appomattox Volunteer Fire Department

Date
Remarks

Alvis, Richard
Childress, Robert
Elder, Jeff

Ellis, Daniel
Franklin, Billy
Garrett, Charles
Garrett, Matt
Garrett, Timmy
Godsey, Freddy
Greene, Buddy
Harvey, Benny
Irvin, Roger
Johnson, Mike
Martin, Donald 1
Martin, Earl 1
Martin, Jimmy :
. Mayberry, Clyde
Mitchell, Hugh
Osbome, Cory
Pags, Tim
Ragland, Eddia
Smith, Jason
Spiggle, Paul
Vaughan, James
Waddell, Bobby
Wingfield, Bobby
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Tracie Campbell

J.C. Cook

Tim McConnville

Michael Johnson

Linda Martin

Jason Smith

Janet Doss

Russell Pedigo

Gordon Stables

Michele Mayberry

Lelia Johnson

Donnie Ferguson

Hugh Dolan

Aileen Ferguson

Roger Irvin

Bobby Swanberg

Diron Martin

Diane Lee

Billy Franklin

Donald Martin

Clyde Mayberry

Tommy Sadler

Sharon Irvin

Harry Ferguson

Teresa Goin

Jim Bunce

Nancy Davis

Ralph Totty

Jennifer Smith

- -

Rescue Squad Lists
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Carolyn Keeler
Robert Keeler

TRy

Chris Swanberg

_——

Philip Mobley

Rescue Squad _Lists
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Churches in the Town of Appomattox in 2000

1. Memorial United Methodist Church

2. Bethel Bible Church

3. New Beginnings Ministry

4. Seventh Day Adventists Church

5. Liberty Baptist Church

6. Appomattox Penticostal Holiness Church

7. St. Anne’s Episcopal Church

8. First Baptist Church

9. Appomattox Court House Presbyterian Church

10. Appomattox Assembly of God




A History
Memorial United Methodist Church

Near the tum of the century, major changes occumed in Appomattox that
would affect the future of what would become Memorial United Methodist Church.
The old courthouse bumed in 1892 and was rebuilt near the railroad, at its
present location on Court Street. After the old courthouse bumed, the
townspeople realized that the growing activity and commerce associated with the
railroad made West Appomattox a more logical — and appealing — location for the
town; and therefore, a Methodist church, Memonial started with a group of three
families of Methodists and several families of Presbyterians that first met as a
union Sunday School in the Appomattox Courthouse in 1897.

in November 1897, Rev. P. M. Bell was appointed by the presiding elder of
the Lynchburg District to the Appomattox Circuit for the purpose of building a
church at West Appomattox. A “great’ revival meeting was held in the
Courthouse in 1898. This meeting produced 45 new members. On September
17, 1898, a lot was purchased from the trustees of Liberty Baptist Church and
Major George A. Armes, a wealthy old soldier who owned iand from the \iillage to
Hermon Church. This lot was located on what is now Church Street and below
the former dormitory building of Appomattox Agricultural School.

C. W. Hancock and Son were contracted to build the church in 1899. The
one room frame building cost $1800.00. Appomattox Memorial Methodist
Episcopal Church South was dedicated on the fourth Sunday in September 1899.
The dedicatory sermon was preached by Dr. Wiley Bledsoe, and the church was
named by Mrs. A. H. Clement as a memorial to her father, Dr. Adam Bledsoe,
who was a prominent member of the Virginia Conference. Rev. Bell said that the
free will offering that day amounted to more than $300.00 in cash and the
church was dedicated free of debt.

During October 1937, work began on remodeling the one room church
and constructing the addition of a church school annex. The cost of this project
was $15000. In 1939, the Methodist Episcopal Church South became the
Methodist Church. The church was dedicated July 16, 1944,

Fourteen years iater, on September 7, 1958, it was decided to purchase
the comer lot on Court Street adjacent to the Courthouse, as the site for a more
adequate building and parking space. The cost of the lot was $16,000. The
building on Church Street was sold March 13, 1960, to the Pentecostal Holiness
Conference for $25000. This money was later used for fumishing the new
church and for the grading and planting of the yard.

A groundbreaking ceremony was held on April 2, 1961, with members of
the building cornmittee and church members in attendance. On July 30, 1961, a
Cornerstone Laying Ceremony was conducted by the District Superintendent, Dr.
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Edgar A Potts, assisted by the pastor, Rev. Richard A. Bergdoll and the Building
Committee and Board of Trustees. The Comerstone bears the following
inscription: “Memorial Methodist Church ~ Organized 1899 and relocated 1961.”
Various articles were placed in a metal box to be sealed and secured immediately
behind the Comerstone. Some items included were attendance rosters, a picture
of the church, a brief history of the church, the current issue of the Times

Virginian newspaper, a copy of the Virginia Methodist Advocate, and the current
budget.

Memorial Methodist Church was consecrated April 15, 1962, with Bishop
Paul Garber delivering the sermon. The cost of construction was $156,429 and
was completed by J. E. Jamerson & Sons of Appomattox. In 1969, as a result
of unification with the Evangelical United Brethren, the Methodist Church became
the United Methodist Church, hence Memorial United Methodist Church. Memorial

United Methodist Church was dedicated on March 19, 1972, with the Rev. Alfred
L. Eastman as pastor.

On October 5, 1988, the Administrative Board of Memorial United

Methodist Church approved the proposed Day Care Program which opened for
business in 1989.

Today, Memorial United Methodist Church is a vital institution that

continues to build upon its tradition of theological education and community
participation.

Submitted by: Sue Eggleston
(804)552-2752
MUMC (804)352-5705
Word Count 68l




BETHEL BIBLE CHURCH

Bethel Bible Church of Appomattox, Virginia, was first organized by Pastor David S.
Grove in 1977, and services were held in the basement of his home in the Fred Jones
Subdivision. The church has always been a full-gospel church.

After a while, when the Grove basement could no longer accommodate the people, the
church rented the old Reynolds Store building beside the railroad tracks in downtown
Appomattox. The church prospered there for several years, but because of the inadequacies of
the building, it was decided to merge with Appomattox Pentecostal Holiness Church, pastured by
Rev. Bray at the time. This church was located beside the Appomattox County Middle School
on Church Street.

Because of certain doctrinal differences, the Bethel Bible Church family decided to return
to Pastor Grove’s basement to worship God. A diligent effort was begun to find a suitable
building to purchase or site on which to build.

In 1985, the old Robert E. Lee Academy building was offered to the church for purchase,
and the building was purchased. It was already outfitted with a sanctuary having been used for a
time by Appomattox Baptist Temple. The building itself is very old and was used as a hospital
in the Civil War.

Pastor Grove died in 1986, and Chaplain Bunny Gregory and Sister Blonnie Gregory of
“Trucking for Jesus” ministry took over pastoring Bethel Bible Church.

Brother Bunny and Sister Blonnie have been greatly instrumental in presenting God’s
word to the people and Bethel Bible Church continues to prosper in the community.







Appomattox Seventh Day Adventist Church

In 1949 a tent meeting was held in Appomattox and
from that meeting the Seventh Day Adventist Church was
organized.

The meetings were held in a rental building until the
Church was built in the Fall of 1949.

The pastor’s wife, Alice Weinbery, taught school in
Appomattox for several years. The Church now has a School
with grades K- through 8th grade.

Submitted by: Alice Cook
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LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH

1834 - 1999

The origin of Liberty Baptist Church can be traced to August 7, 1834, when
eleven charter members (most from Rocks Baptist Church) met in a crude log
cabin. Known as Liberty Meeting House, it was located on the George Abbitt
plantation about a mile east of Appomattox north of the South Side Raiiroad (now
the Norfolk Southern Railway). Rev. Thomas A. LeGrand from New Hope

Baptist Church was the first pastor.

A second building was erected in 1855 near the intersection of Route 635 and
1003 (east of the present day Liberty Cemetery). This building was also used as
a private school and even a hospital during the final days of the Civil War.
Following the Battle of Appomattox Station on April 8, 1865, three Union soldiers
were buried in the churchyard in coffins made from the shutters of the church
building. After the War in November 1865, their remains were disinterred and

removed to northern soil.

In 18686, thirty black members of Liberty left to form Galilee Baptist Church, which
was the first black church in Appomattox County. This special relationship and
the fellowship that we share with the wonderful pastor and members of Galilee

Baptist Church bless us even today in 1999.



Liberty's third building was erected in 1888 at the present site of Liberty
Cemetery on an acre of land purchased from William and Sarah Abbitt. Liberty
Cemetery was established in 1896 and is still maintained today as the community

cemetery by trustees elected by our church.

The site of our church today was purchased on December 14, 1837, from R. K.
Purdum and his wife. Mr. Charles W. Hancock, whose portrait is in the sanctuary
vestibule, paid for this land in goid. In 1898, the building at Liberty Cemetery was
dismantled and reconstructed on the site of the home of Mr. C. T. Moses, Jr.
next door (immediately south of today's church on Church Street). A steeple,
baptistery, and three Sunday School classrooms were added, which made this

our fourth church buiding.

In July 1915, Mr. Charles W. Hancock made a motion that a new building. be
erected and our present sanctuary building was completed free of debt on July 2,
1916. Educational additions were built in 1855 and again in-1968. In 1959,
Liberty Lodge was built at Eagle Eyrie by J. E. Jamerson, Inc. at a cost of
$15,000. Today, with the Lord's blessing and the labors of our forefathers, the
foundation of Liberty Baptist Church laid by those eleven charter members in

1834, has grown into a beautiful building with a membership of over S00

dedicated to serving the Lord.

Submitted by G. Howard Gregory for Homecoming Sunday, October 3, 1999,
with special appreciation to the late Mrs. Helene Welch Harvey and Mrs. Judy
Conner for their efforts to preserve the history of Liberty Baptist Church.
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Appomattox Pentecostal Holiness Church History

The 100 year old church was part of the Appomattox County Historical Society Christmas Homes Tour on
December 12, 1999, and was decorated with live greenery and candles and chimes played during the tour.
Rev. Ray Archer invited the community to tour this beautiful old church which has served the community
for a century.
The church located on Church Street in Appomattox was built hy C. W. Hancock and son in 1899.
Originally the building was the Appomattox Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church. This later became the
Memorial Methodist Church.

During 1937 work began on remodeling the original one-room church and the addition of a church school
4annex, .

In 1960 the church was sold to the Pentecostal Holiness Conference tor $25,000. Some recent renovations
include the installation of stained glass windows in the sanctuary and bell tower.



A Fotory (YT Aane s Epaspat’ Chonot.
A Loty Tt Wt Not By Eatinguishod

St. Anne‘s Episcopal Church is built on a foundation of peace, of forgiveness, and
of reconciliation. Literally. When the church was moved to Appomattox in 1949 from its
first home in Prince Edward, ten bricks from the original McLean House, where Generals
Lee and Grant ended the Civil War, were placed in the cornerstone. Those bricks from
that building where two warriors laid down their swords in 1865, while blooming
dogwoods and daffodils painted hope on a ground scarred by war’s long wintering, were
tangible evidence of the chief cornerstone of this church. St. Anne’s sees itself, in the
words of the apostle Paul in his letter to the Ephesians, “Built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the Chief Cornerstone”. Human
hands that hammered nails into wood built a church, just as pails hammered into a
wooden cross 2,000 years ago built the true foundation on which that church stili rests:
the risen Lord.

Nine years after the Civil War ended, construction of St. Anne’s began amid the
rolling hills, woods, and pasture land known then as Spring Creek in western Prince
Edward. By 1874, the community was comprised of English immigrants who seftled jn
the area a few years after the war ended the result of a concerted effort by the county to
attract settlers. The English newcomers did all they could to transplant the feeling of
their homeland and the look and feel of St. Anne’s was central to that goal. In fact, after
the service of consecration in 1875, a game of cricket was played.

A visit to the community by the Lord Bishop of Zanzibar, Dr. Tozer, had led to
the organization of the church in 1874. Moved by the visible spirit of the people t©
construct a church building, Dr. Tozer left Prince Edward, traveling north up the East
Coast, composing and then delivering a sermon written specifically to benefit the
Episcopalians so eager to raise a roof of worship back in Virginia. The sermon generated
$1,000, a considerable sum in 1874, and Dr. Tozer was also able to secure donation of
an organ for the as yet unbuilt church.

Thomas Homer, no “doubting Thomas”, donated property for the church from his
tract of land. The effort was so bundled with energy and belief that news of the
undertaking crossed the Atantic, reaching the ears of the Rev. G. Lloyd Nash, vicar of a
church at Tolpuddle, England, ancestral home of one of Spring Creek’s prominent
citizens. Rev. Nash decided to follow the example of Dr. Tozer and he, too, preached a



special sermon. His words moved the people of Tolpuddie — from the manor lord to
laboring shepherd — to come forward with something to give.

The constryction of St. Anne’s was a labor of love that gave birth to many acts of
generosity. An English woman donated a marble baptismal font; another gave an altar
cloth. Bishop F. W. Whittle of the Diocese of Virginia donated prayer books.

Embroidered lectern covers were given, as were chancel chairs carved from Devonshire,
England, oak. Henry Jacob, amateur wood carver and member of the congregation,
handmade the seats, altar railing and reading desks. The seeds sown to create St.
Anne’s fell into rich and fertile soil, compassionate hearts, and the church grew from that
planting.

It was Dr. Tozer who recommended the New York architect selected to complete
plans for the church’s design, which recreated the feeling of the immigrant’s homeland in
Great Britain. Sitting in the sanctuary for morning prayers, or gathered in the gloaming
for evensong, the first congregation of St. Anne’s didn't have to close its eyes to believe
itself worshipping in their homeland.

An historical recard of the consecration of the church describes the east window
as “a really fine work of art”. That is, of course, a reference to the petaled panes of
glass which remain above the altar today, through which the changing seasons paint a
never-ending stained glass window, green leaves turning yellow, red, orange and then
brown pefore finally falling, giving way to the bare limbs of winter, and Christmas, before
rekindling themséives with the green leaves of spring and Easter.

474

Construction had begun in August ofl. amid the stifling heat and humidity of
summer, continued through the fall and winter without ceasing except in the case of
exceptionally bad weather. In less than a year, the church was consecrated. On June
10, 1875, the ceremony of consecration was held, the church standing white and freshly
painted amid the shady embrace of tall oaks. St. Anne’s was dedicated to St. Anne,
mother of the Virgin Mary, and in “affectionate remembrance of Mrs. Annie Wyles, the
wife of Tracy Wyles, who died in April of 4974.”

ks

Traveling westward into Piedmont, the Rt. Rev. John Johns, who was then
Bishop of the Diocese of Virginia, performed the consecration service. In his journal,
Bishop Johns summed up in a few well chosen words the flowering of faith and the
quaint Old World vase in which it now had & home: *...A few English families settled in
the vicinity, aided by generous friends at home, and cthers in New York...have erected
this appropriate house of worship and dedicated it to the service of Almighty God.”



That mission has been translated into these goals:
To provide an atmosphere of spirituality and friendship.
To continue outreach and achieve leadership in community outreach.
To build a viable youth program.
To increase communication among members.
To continue o grow numerically so that we maintain our independent parish status.

VVVVYY

The mission and goals are firmly built on the Chief Cornerstone of the Church: Jesus
Christ. Our true foundation.

We wish to express our appreciation to Ken Woodley for wnting
St. Anne's History for this Anniversary Celebration.



The spiritual fire at St. Anne’s burned bright but briefly, flickering in a community
surrounded by other denominations. The effort to recreate their English homeland
uitimately lost its energy, a strenuous dash, a burst of energy, enough to turn strangers
in a strange land into friends and neighbors. Enough — because the Lord moves in
mysterious ways — to prepare the way, to raise the valleys and lower the hills, for
another group of Episcopalians living 25 miles away in another county and in another
century to finally find a home for their faith.

After the original members of St. Anne’s drifted away, the church fell into disuse.
But it did not fall beyond recalling because subsequent history proved God had another
use for St. Anne’s, ieading one to wonder of Appomattox hadn't really been the ultimate
object of God’s plan for those acts of energetic generosity in the 19™ Century. Though
the flame flickered at St. Anne’s, it never went out. Occasional services were held, and
then in 1949 the building was declared the property of the Dipcese of Southern Virginia.
Ironically, at precisely that same moment a small group of Episcopalians in Appomattox
were arriving at a moment of truth — a figurative “crossroads.” These Christians decided
they needed a building, a church, just as the community of Spring Creek had concluded
more than 75 years ago.

The group of Appomattox Episcopalians had been gathering for worship as St.
Andrews'’s mission and meeting in the Appomattox Presbyterian Church. But they would
be affered a new home. A place of their own. The empty, waiting St. Anne’s, sitting at
the edge of the woods on the side of a road 25 miles away. If faith can move mountain,
faith could move a church. And that’s what faith did.

Arch Deacon Norman Taylor was instrumental in negotiating with the diocese to
give the Appomattox Episcopalians an offer they cauldn't refuse, though accepting the
offer provided an interesting challenge. It was met. St. Anne’s would once again feel
the touch of human hands joined in prayer, elbows leaning on the altar rail as hands
cupped the bread and tipped the cup of wine forward toward waiting lips at communian.
Its wooden beams and ceiling would reverberate once more with human voices lifted in
song and the words of lay readers and ministers annauncing the word of God and
offering reflections on those treasured syllables.

Under the direction of Hubert A. Gurney, then-superintendent at Apppmattox
Courthouse National Historic Park and warden of St. Anne’s, the bqlldlng was dismantled,
taken apart with the same careful attention that had seen it assembled in 1874, The
pieces were then moved the 25 miles between Spring Creek, which had become known
as Five Forks, to a iot on Oakleigh Avenue in the town of Appomattox. And the pieces
were carefully re-assembled on top of those bricks from the McLean House, but with
Christ as the Chief Cornerstone.



Fittingly, St. Anne’s was re-consecrated on a spring day, the world locking much
the way it had back in 1865 when Lee and Grant ended a war. With the world becoming
reborn in the splash of color and the warming of days, the Rt. Rev. George P. Gunn
spoke words that resonated in the hearts of those listening on April 28, 1950,

The only visible remains of St. Anne’s in Prince Edward would be a simple marker
standing at the original site of the church and its cemetery. Those words do not do
justice to those who worked for St. Anne’s construction in 187#75, nor those who would
de-construct and then re-assemble the church 25 miles away to the west. It reads, “Site
of St. Anne’s Episcopal Church—Erected 1874—Moved to Appomattox, Virginia, 1949.”

But those who moved the church did do it justice. A relatively small but very
devoted group of Christians, who seemed to inherit the fervor of those who originally
raised the church from the ground, kept the church together. Gave it life. With the
breath of their own belief they blew the flicker of the flame into a fire, a lamp that could
nat be hidden but shone as if on a hill, that attracted more and more fellow believers.

As the congregation grew so did the church’s facilities. A traiter behind the -
church housed Sunday Schooi and other support activities. Than the trailer disappeared
and a significant addition to the church building appeared in its place. Named after
Bishop David S. Rose, Rose Hall opened in 1976 and answered many needs of the
growing church family. Separate Sunday School rooms, nursery, office, kitchen, and
large meeting room more realistically provided for the Christians who worshipped at St.
Anne’s.

The St. Anne’s Church family began to grow and grow and in 1985 the
pioneering spirit which saw the church built during the previous century surfaced again.
The congregation of St. Anne’s chose the bold step of abandoning its mission status. It
became a parish, a cure-parish with Emmanuel, its sister-church in Buckingham County.
Becoming a parish required a greater commitment from the congregation, but that
commitment was embraced, so much so that in 1990 St Anne’s split —~ amicably — from
Emmanuel and became an independent parish.

As St. Anne’s begins a new millennium in the year 2000, it embraces this
mission: “To show unconditional regard for the needs of this Parish; to strive to bring
friendship and understanding to all church members; to always exercise ‘the art of
listening!” With Jesus at our center, we act in His name, reach out to the world, and
proclaim the love of Christ.”



BISHOPS SERVING ST. ANNE'S
(1950 TO DATE)

Bishop George Gunn, 1950 - 1971

Bishop David Rose, 1971 — 1978

Bishop Chares Vache, 1978-1991

Bishop Frank Vest, 1991 — 1997

Bishop O'Kelley Whitaker (Assistant Bishop), 1992-1997
Bishop David Bane, 1997 -

Bishop Donald P. Hart (Assistant Bishop), 1999 —

CLERGY SERVING ST. ANNE'S
(1950 TO DATE)

Rev. Norman Taylor (Arch Deacon), 1950

Dr. John M. Gessell (Deacon in Charge), 1950
Rev. Herbert Tucker, 1951-1952

Rev. Robert Withers, 1952-1964 (Full-time, then Supply)
Rev. Charles W. Norflect, Jr., 1955-1957

Rev. Peter C. Fulghum, 1959

Rev. Jack D. Adams, 1964-1967

Rev. William Latta, 1967-1972

Rev, G. Moray Peoples, Ir., 1572-1975

Rev. J. Harmon Smith, 1976-1989

Rev. Theodore H. Bailey, III, 1950-1991

Rev. Edward S. Bushong, Jr., 1951-1595

Rev. William E. Blottner, 1995-1996

Rev. Michael B. Ferguson, 1996 —
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History of First Baptist Church
First Baptist Church of West Appomttox is the official church name as recorded
by deed in the Appomattox Courthouse.

“The original church body was organized in 1896, and founded 1h 1900 during the
pastorship of the late Rev. James A. Carter, aided by deacons Thomas Coleman, Isham
Christian, Frank Green and Lindsey Statham.

Former pastors are Rev, P L. Price, 11 years, Rev. Dupree, 7 years, Rev.
Washington, 15 years, Rev. Nunn, Rev. N. R. Jordan, 14 years, Rev. Ardis Appling, Rev.

Marshall and Rev. Davis. Jmr e H. Jehnaan 15 aur P«-neewi- 85"“‘\’

The faithful deacons who have served are the late Douglas Watkins, Charlie
Colemnan, Tom Tibbs, Eara Hamlet, Johnnie Green, De Patterson, Tom Davis, Julian
Hamlet and Solomon McCoy.

During the entire period of growth and development there has been loyal support
from the various organizations and the Sunday School. All have done their share in

financial drives and in the moral support of the church.

The Ladie’s Aide, Men’s Club, Deacon Board, Deaconess Club, Cherub Choir,

Choral Group and Senior Choir are the original organizations.

At one period in our history the Sunday School had between 40 and 50 active
meimbers.

The wc;men of the church have always assumed a leading role in its development.
1n the annuals of the church are such names as Mesdames Annie Vara Johnson, Evy
Co?ex_nan, Jeannetta Watkins, Marcella Hamlett, Bertha Watkins, Sara Green, Lucy Tibbs,

Lizzie Patterson, Mariah Davis, Irene Wright, Dora Dillard, Ella Browwn, Teresa Hamlet,

§
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Dushie Dillard and Rona Stevens.

The church has had many persons who have helped with the music. Mesdames
Olivin Johnson, Gladys McCoy, Marie Hanley, ,B. V. L. Barksdale, Harriet James, Gwen
Allen, T. Lawing and Bro. E. Goode. Junior chair organist ha\}e been Beatrice Jimes,
Gilbert James, Jr., and Vivian Barksdale. ‘

The church is proud of being first in some things, as in fhe instailation of electric
lights, running water, first piano and first organized choir in Appomattox.

Church beautification and landscaping was done by the late County Agent, G. L.
James,

- Our church membership has flucuated with the times, and we have been great in
mtmbers and spirit ahd few in numbers but never in Spirit.

The years have taken their toll in members but those of us who remain will
conlinue with God's help, keep the doors of First Baptist open, until the last trumpet
sound.

May God bless the present supporters of this church. We are descendants fromn
the founders; the Dillards, Wrights, Browns, Prestons, Watsons, McCoys, Hunter,
Matithews, James, Tibbs, Stevens, Goodes, Pennix, Davis, Kelso, Watkins, Cashwell,
Mcore families and all are friends and supporters.

Excerpts from a black writer, Margaret Walker, expresses best the thoughts |
would like lo convey:

“For my people, blundering and floundering in the dark of churches and scheots,

clubs and societies, associations and councils, committees and gonvemions;, distressed and

'
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disturbed, deceived and devoured by money-hungry, glory-craving leeches...

Let a new earth rise! Let another world be born. Let a.. peace be 'written. in the
sky. Let a new generation, full of courage issue forth,;.... Let a beauty full of healing and a
strength of final clenching be the pulsing in our spirits and our blood. Let the songs of
praise be given; Let the complaining disappear.

Let the now members continue to keep the doors of First Baptist open. We will

continue with God’s help and guidance.”

words: 556

submitted by: Dora W. Turner
Rt 1 Box 579
Spout Spring, Va. 24593
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APPOMATTOX COURT HOUSE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Founded at the surrender grounds 1867
Was Used As Public School
The Appomattox Court House Presbyterian Church was organized during
the spring of 1867, at what is now know as Old Appomattox Court House, by the Rev.
George W. Leybumn of Lexington, Virginia.

Rev. Leybum came to Appomattox from Greece, where he had been stationed as
a missionary for a number of years and after serving as Home Missionary to soldiers
during the Civil War. At that time, there were no churches at the Court House, but he,
through the help of Captain John, Major J. W. Flood, Mrs. H. C. Sackett, and the
Raglands of this place, was successful in getting the Presbyterians throughout the county
to cooperate in the organizing of this church.

At this time, just two years after the surrender of General Lee to General
Grant, there were no “free" schools in the county, so this church was used as a school.
The school was taught by the Rev. and Mrs. Leybum and their daughter, Liza.

The Rev. Leybum, after preaching and teaching here a number of years, retumed
to Greece with his family to do Missionary work and there died.

With the buming of the Court House in 1892, and the rebuilding of it here, the
church’s membership became scattered. The Rev. E. M. Craig was called to Appomattox
at that time, and under his supervision the Evergreen and Pamplin churches were
organized. The remaining membership of the Court House Church was moved to [West]
Appomattox. Their Sunday school and services being held in the new courthouse {(where
the congregation shared space with the Methodists) and continued until the new church
was built in 1901. The church building at the Old Courthouse was sold to the Evergreen
Presbyterians, and there moved in 1894.

The Presbyterians continued their worshipping in the courthouse until the year

1901, when under the supervision of C. W. Hunter, F. W. McKinney, Mrs. Mary Paris
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Smith, wife of the late T. A. Smith, and Mrs. Lena Jones Smith, wife of L. E. Smith, the
present church was built. The building was built by Mr. W. M. Hancock.

The dedicatory sermon of the present church was preached on June 9, 1901, by
the late Dr. Petrie, of Charlottesville. His text was taken from Jeremiah, 51* Chapter, and
50™ verse: “Let Jerusalem come into your mind.” Those joining the church on that day
were Hal D. Flood, Minnie Foster, and Lucy and Emma Smith.

In 1924 the Rev. Robert Eugene Redding came to Appomattox . During his
ministry (and prior to 1952) a Sunday School room was constructed on the east side of
the sanctuary. Several other additions and renovations have taken piace over the years
which have resulted in the beautiful and spacious facility that still occupies the original
site on Oakley Ave.

At vanous times in its history the Appomattox Court House Church has been
yoked with Union, Stonewall, Hixburg and Evergreen Presbyterian Churches in different
combinations. Currently the church is not yoked with any other church. the current pastor,

The Rev. Reuel Lanphier Howe, Jr. was called to Appomattox in February, 1998.




THE REV. TOM COGLE resds part of his dedlcation sermom to
members of the Appomatiox Assembly of God congregation.

Local church buys

The Appomatiox Assembly of God
hekl & dedication ceremony on their new
church property Friday and is planning a
new church building in the very near
future,

The new property is located on
Confederate Blvd. {460} mn the center of
town, just two houses from the "Depot”
general store.

Pastor Tom Cogle says church
members have been praying for property

_for nearly two years now and had

choosen several pieces before now, but
for one reason or another, things did not
come together and it was not until this
property came on the market that things
worked out for the purchase.

_ Cogle comments, "God knows what
He is doing, My times when we want
things and do not understand why a
certain objective should not work out,
God knows the future and He works all
things for the good of those that love
the Lord."

Appomatiox Assembly of God
siarted here in town in September of
1984 with the Pastor running an ad in
ﬂulocalpupu‘andhavmg 15 the first
Sunday' mor:mn; Since then the

qqpyegag‘g:; “has grown iq,pore than

mideg" 2

Dproperty for growth

'I"hn church has been ronting the
building over Appomatiox Radio and
T.V. for the past three yesrs, but is fast
outgrowing that facility. Pastor Cogle
remarks that "The owner, Steve Pool,
hns been more than gracious in working
wuhlimntopmvﬂe a temporary place
of warship.”

The church is looking at the
possibility of a metal building seating
200 w be built an the new property. It
would have classroom space, nursery,
several offices, and a fellowship hall. It
things work well, construction should
begin this Oclober.

The Assemblies of God is the
largest of all the Pentecostal
denominations and the fastest growing
denomination of any in the United
Statea. They contribute their growth o
their open worship services and the
friendly atmosphere and allowing the
Holy Spirit w have His free way in the
services.

Cogle adds, "People come 10 a
church where they get their needs mel
and can sense God in & real \VIy in Ihen'

-
Sa
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Appomattox Assembly of God
Appomattox, Virginia

Tom Cogle, Pastor

New Home Missions Church—Dedicated April 3, 1988
(See details—page 3)
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FROM
THE DESK OF
THE SECRETARY

Personal Integrity

Do the press and the public and the peo-
pie in the pews have the right to expect that
the minister remain the same godly person
n he appears to be in the pulpit when he steps
from the glare of the spotlight into the wel-
comed haven of his private life? Absolutely.
All Christians, and especially ancinted
n leaders, are to be candles set ontali candle-
sticks and to be polished mirrors designed
1o refiect His image without cloud or distor-
tion—twenty-four hours each day.

It needs to be noted that only a tiny frac-
tion of our ministers ever have to face any
kind of disciplinary action for conduct unbe-
coming to a minister. Among those who
have submitted to the prescribed discipline
of the church, not one has been unable to
be restored in due time. Yet, unfortunately,
when a widely-known minister fails, the
tendency among the onlookers is to con-

n clude that all those who preach the gospel
are to be loocked upon with cynicism, if not
suspicion. It is tirme for the church to humbly
but confidently iift her voice with the procla-

n mation that the grace of God is more than
sufficient to keep the servant of God pure
as it is sufficient to make him pure in the
first place.

n MNow it is true that Jesus detested hypoc-
risy and exposed it at every opportunity. It
is a fact that the church has been damaged
by it far more than by the Herods and the

ﬁ Neros and the combined enemies of ages
past. Yet God offers the sarme unfailing anti-
dote for this most flagrant of sins as for any
other: “If we conless our sins, He is faithtul

“ and just toforgive us our sins and o cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.”

There is one sure way to avoid the shame

n of exposed hypocrisy in this life or the eter-

must at all costs maintain an open and
upright posture before our families, the
church, the world and, above all, before
H God. Atfer all, itis He who so loves us that
He freely has given His Son o be our
Redeemer and His Spirit to be our

n Sanctifier.
Preshyters Meet This Month
On April 19 and 20 the Board of Pres-
byters will have their spring meeting in Fair-
Hfax, VA. It is at this session each year that
candidates for ordination are interviewed.
The June 7 and 8 meeting of the Board
is planned for Polomac Park Camp this
H year. Bible college graduates are given the
opportunity 1o apply for license to preach at
the June meeting. All candidates for cre-

dentials are reminded that the application
form must be completed and sent to the
district office by at least 2 months prior to
the Credentials Committee meeting at
which they will be interviewed.

- Appomatiox Dedication on Easter

Pastor and Mrs. Tom Cogle

The new Appomattox Assembly of God
was completed and heid its dedication ser-
vice on Easter Sunday, April 3, with District
Superintendent Howard V. Spruill bringing
the dedication message.

Pastor Tom Cogle states that since the
inception of the church in September, 1984,
the Lord's blessing has rested on the devel-
opment of the work. The group was able to
purchase property on the main road
through the town, resulting in their church
being the only one in Appomattox so
located. The land was purchased in July,
1987, and the construction of the building
was begun in October. The men of the
church, assisted by votunteer workers from
across the District, did the interior work,
beginning in mid-November and finishing
up by mid-January, 1988.

The sanctuary seats 175. There are two
offices, restrooms, and four large Sunday
school rooms. The church and properly
have been appraised at $175,000 although
the actual cost was only $120,000 as the
result of donated labor. The project was
financed by a local bank and by a District
Revolving Fund loan. Pastor Cogle and the
congregation would like to share the joy of
the dedication of their church with their
friends throughout the District.

r
Ashley Nicole Makes Debut

A beautifut baby girlnamed Ashiey Nicole
came to live with Brian and Vicci Gillespie
on November 23, 1987. She weighed eight
pounds and measured twenty-one inches
in length. Her tather, Rev. Gillespie, serves
as associate pastor of the Calvary Assem-
bly of God, Waikersville, MD

3

Minister, Minister's Widow Pass Away

Harrison H. Sembower, licensed, went to
be with the Lord at age 80 on February 26.
He had served as pastor In several
churches, including the Cabin John assem-
bly and had assisted with the pasiorates at
Vienna, VA, Gaithersburg, MD, and Rock-
ville, MD. He is survived by his wife, Pearl;
a son; a daughter; and three grandchildren.

Mary C. Ogden, wife of the late Albert L.
Ogden, one of our ministers, passed away
on February 27 at age 80. She is survived
by a son and a daughter as well as by a
sister, Mrs. Margerie Boyce, licensed min-
ister of the Potomac District.

Potomac Students Receive Awards

Cynthia Seekford

The two lady students pictured above
recently received identical scholarships at
Valley Forge Christian College in Phoenix-
ville, PA. Each was awarded the $750.00
Professor's Scholarship as a full-time, first
year student who ranked in the top 20% of
her high school graduating class. Gina
attends Romney Assembly of God (WV)
where Rev. Delbert Miller is pastor, and
Cynthia attends Hilliard Chapel Assermnbly
of God (Stanley, VA) where Rev. Henry H.
Jenkins is pastor.

Church Position Open

Calvary Assembly of God, Hampton, VA,
has a position open for a part-time choir
director. If interested please call Pastor
Robert Newman—804-851-3030.

Choir Robes Needed

The Valley Assembly of God would like
io purchase choir robes from any of our
churches that might have some available.
Please contact the church at this address:
Reverend J. E. Messick, pastor, P.O. Box
142, Middletown, VA 22645,
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