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HUNTER'S TAVERN

Spout Spring, Va.

Hunter's Tavern was a landmark in the neighborhood in the 1700s and
18008, It was located about two miles west of Spout Spring on the road to
Lynchburg. John Hunter received a license to operate a tavern in his home
while the Spout Spring area was still in Bedford County (it became Campbell
County in 1782 and Appomattox County in 18L45)., The license reads as follows:
"June 28, 1773. On the motion of John Hunter, leave is granted him to keep
ordinary at his house in this county, who gave bond and security according
to law," (Bedford County Court Order Book SA Page 127.)

John Hunter was a Justice of the Peace of Bedford County at that time,
and became one of the first Justices of the Peace in Campbell County when it
was cut off from Bedford in 1782. His Tavern is shown on a 1782 map (copy
enclosed) which indicates the places where the French General Chastellux
stopped on his journey through Virginia after the Battle of Yorktown in
1781, before he returned to France (the General was second in command of the
French army at the Siege of Yorktown). Also enclosed is a map of 1807 show-
ing the location of the Tavern.

John Hunter's son, Robert Hunter, Senior, took over the Tavern after his
father's death in 1796, On October L, 1805 Robert Hunter‘ébok out fire in-
surance on the Tavern and his nearby residence with the Mutual Assurance Com-
pany, the first insurance company in the state which had begun business in
1790, The Tavern was insured for $400 and the dwelling house for $260. A
drawing of the Tavern and dwelling are enclosed, The description says,
"Tavern of wood and covered with wood, one storey high. This main body is

36 by 16 feet, The porch is also of wood and is 36 by 10 feet, The resi-



dence is at a distance of 12 feet and is described zs a wooden dwelling
house, one story high 18x20 feet.," (Va. State Library, Richmond, Va.)
In 1811 a petition to the Virginia General Assembly for the building
of the Great Western Turnpike Road from Funter's (Tavern) on the main Rich-
mond road through Lynchburg, the Peakes af Otter, Fincastle, the Sweet
Springs to Lewisburg or Greenbrier Court House was submitted, On February
13, 1812 the General Assembly approved the petition in these words: "Making
a turnpike from the Buckingham Road near Robert Hunter's to Lewisburg.”
Enclosed is an 1845 map of Appomattox County, prepared by the surveyors
when the county was first established, showing Glover's Tavern, formerly Hunter's
Tavern as one of the corner points on the dividing line from Campbell County.
In July 1976 my sister, Eleanor Chilton of Lynchburg called George Shirey
wio lived neer the location of the old Tavern and he told her the following:
"The Cllie Thrmas house was built on the foundation of Hunter's Tavern.
When the highway (Route L60) was made into a four lane road, the house wes
moved back to its present location., Mrs. Ollie Thomas Crcss, a daughter of
Ollie Thomas was living in the Tavern when it burned, and the family moved
into an old log cabin in the woods behind the Shirey place. She was eight
years old at the time." She was born in 188lL, therefore the Tavern must have
burned in 1892, This house was known as the Wharton place when I was growing
up in the 1920s and was owned by Ernest Smith in the 1960s. Today, the office

of the chiropractor, Dr. R, A. Parent is located next door to the house,

Harriett A. Chilton
3108 Annandale Road
Falls Church, Va, 22042

July 15, 1988



(
L

HUNTER FAMILY INFORMATION

John Hunter (d. 1795) married Rachel McFzrland (d. 178l4) and lived
at Hunter's Tavern. They are buried one half mile south of the Tavern at
the Second Location of 01d Concord Presbyterian Church. The church was
moved but the cemetervy remains, deer in the woods. A few tombstones remain
but I was unable to find one for John Hunter dr his wife.

They were the parents of six children:

1) Jakn whe enlisted in the Ravnlutionary Yar at age 16 2nd moved to
¥orth Carolina, Tennessee znd Yentucky after the wer ended. He
returned to Campbell Co. in 1£30 and applied for a pension,

2) Elizabeth m. Jrhn May and meved to Nerth Carolina,

) Alexander, lived in Campbtell County.

\a)

;) Robert Hunter m. Nancy Eilis and lived at Hunter's Tavern.
5) James m. Elizabeth Howlett and moved to Kentucky.

6) Benjamin m. Betsy Fields and lived on Falling River near the
mouth of Reedy Creek. Hunter-Marshall Cem. is on his estste.

Benjamin Hunter and his wife had thirteen children, one of whom, Adelire
Virginia Hunter married Jehn Poindexter Chilton. I have a sampler she made
in 18720 which T inherited as I was named for her, She and her husband had a
son, Chapman Hunter Chilton, who was Superintendent of Appomattox County
Schonls from 1870 until 1895.

Charman Hunter Chilten married Mary Elizabeth Elliott and lived on part
of the estate of her father, William Alexander Elliott about two miles south
of Spout Spring, Virginia. Tﬁeir youngest son, William Chapman Chilton, weas

my father.

Harriett A. Chilton
August 1, 1989
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This map is taken from a book written by General Chastellux of the

French Army who made a journey through Virginia in 1782 after the

Battle of Yorktown in 1781 (the General was second in command of

the French Army at the Siege of Yorktown). It shows that he made

an overnight stop at Hunter's Tavern.

_I:I_C_WLO_ﬁFﬂ,. .. We left it about noon

and had twenty-four miles to go to the only house where we could
Tind a decent lodging. Lhis was not a tavern, but the owner, Mr.
Hunter, willingly received strangers. This disunction berween 2

teal tavern and private hospitality for which you pay is gready to
ﬁe aavmmie of travelers, Eor in America, as in England, innkeep-
ers % heavy taxes and indemnify themselves by their exorbitant
‘ Mr. Hunter received us well, and in 2 very clean house.
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£ PETITION '
December 10, 1811 ittt g
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WA e ‘s, CANPBELL COUNTY idGISLn?IV

& v . ° .STAR-OFFICE.

\ IO the Honarable the Speaker and Members of botk Eouses of tbeGmeral,As:en;;Iy
of the Ccmmmwealtli of Virginia, The Petition of sundry Inhabitants of the
Counties of Campbell, .Bedfora' Batmaur:’, Greenbricr and others, rnpect--
\ et | ¥ . fully clzewe:h ;

THAT, pursuant toa Resolution of the last Virginia Assembly, whercby Commissioners were
appointed to view and mark out the nearest and best route for 8 Tunxrikz Roap from Houwnter's TAVERN
on the thain Richmond road, through LYNCEBURG, the Peakes of Otter, Fincastle, the Sweet Springs
to Lewisburg, or Greenbrier Court House ; and understanding that the Commissioners aforesaid
have performed that service ; and that their report will, in all respects, be favorable to the great
object of their appointinent—=the establishment of this GReAT Western Tursrixe Roar ; soin
timately connected with the immediate and permanent interests of «ll classes of the community ;—=

" Your Memonalists therefore humbly pray that, a law may~ be passed to incorporste Tarx a com
Pany, to cary into effect, as speedily as mey be ; & under such regulations as may hest comport with
the public good, this important object, so essential and conducive to the advancement of agricuiture

" and commerce ; social intercourse, and publu: accommodatwn and for which 2sin duty bound,
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Mzking: A. Turnpike from the Buckingham
Py L///«y e o Road near Robert Hunterls to Lewisburg.
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NOTATION ADDED IN 1989:

Last year a man came through Lynchburg seeking the location of Hunter's
Tavern and Flood's Tavern. He said letters had been found from President
Thomas Jefferson stating that he had stopped at these two taverns while on
his way from Monticello in Albemarle County near Charlottesville, to his
summer home Poplar Forest in Bedford County not too far from Lynchburg, Va.
I was able to find the two taverns listed on the 1807 map of Virginia which
I got from the Virginia State Library in Richmond, Va., a copy of which is
attached here,

As a result of this quotation from a letter of Thomas Jefferson, I have
been telling people that my great-greatﬁéﬁgizfather, John Hunter, who had a

"bed and breakfast" place beside the road in what is now Appomattox County,

no doubt furnished our third president "bed and breakfast."

Harriett A, Chilton
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Current (1588) map showing former location of Hunter's Tavern.



